
C H A L L E N G E S  A N D  
B E N E F I T S  O F  

V I R T U A L  
E T H N O G R A P H Y  W I T H  

S Y R I A N  R E F U G E E  
S T U D E N T S



B A C K G R O U N D  &  
C O N T E X T
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R E S E A R C H  
Q U E S T I O N S

1.

2.
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R A T I O N A L E  &  
P U R P O S E
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C O N C E P T U A L  F R A M E W O R K

Critical Theory

Norton's 
Identity 
Theory

Sociocultural 
SLA Theory



M E T H O D O L O G Y

Critical 
ethnography

Narrative 
inquiry

Advocacy 
ethnography



P L A N  A
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P L A N  A :  C A R S P E C K E N ’ S 5  S T A G E S

Stage 1
Build primary 
record 
(ongoing)
• Observation & 

field notes
• Reflexive 

journaling

Stage 2
Hold focus 
groups
• Intro self & study
• Recruitment & 

consent
• Questionnaire

Stage 3
Gather stories
• In-depth 

interviews
• Autobiographical 

timelines
• Photovoice 

workshops

Stage 4
Conduct data 
analysis 
(ongoing) 
• Layered narrative 

analysis
• Collaborative 

analysis

Stage 5
Present 
findings
• Narrative portraits
• Digital 

storytelling



P L A N  B :  M O D I F I C A T I O N S

Stage 1

Build primary 
record 
(ongoing)
• Observation & 

field notes
• Reflexive 

journaling

Stage 2

Hold focus 
groups
• Intro self & study
• Remote 

recruitment & 
online consent

• Online
questionnaire

Stage 3

Gather stories
• Online, in-depth 

interviews
• Autobiographical 

timelines
• Photovoice 

workshops by 
Zoom

Stage 4

Conduct data 
analysis 
(ongoing) 
• Layered narrative 

analysis
• Collaborative 

analysis with key 
informant

Stage 5

Present 
findings
• Narrative portraits
• Digital 

storytelling



M E T H O D O L O G I C A L  
C H A L L E N G E S
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L O G I S T I C A L  
C H A L L E N G E S
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A D V A N T A G E S
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A D V A N T A G E S



R E F L E C T I O N S
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K E Y  R E F E R E N C E S



C O N T A C T
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